
Welcome to 

Early Years 2023



Curriculum and Assessment

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is 
NOT the National Curriculum (NC) and is a 
stage in its own right

• Reception class is the final year –
continuation from Pre-school/Nursery

• A play based curriculum
• Indoors and outdoors
• Adult-led and child-initiated activities
• Ongoing observation & assessment of the 

children informs planning the next steps 



Seven Areas of 
Learning

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development

Physical 
Development

Understanding the 
World

Communication & 
Language

Literacy

Mathematics
Expressive Arts & 

Design









Characteristics of Effective 
Learning

• playing and exploring - children 
investigate and experience things, and 
‘have a go’; 

• active learning - children concentrate 
and keep on trying if they encounter 
difficulties, and enjoy achievements

• creating and thinking critically - children 
have and develop their own ideas, make 
links between ideas, and develop 
strategies for doing things. 

Statutory Guidance for the EYFS 1.10



The Role of the Adult

• Provides the enabling environment 

• Observes children as they play to see how the 
environment can be altered to match children’s needs 
and interests 

• Plays with children 

• Plans adult-led activities in small and large groups 

• Develops positive relationships with the child and 
their family



Learning through play 

Well planned play, both indoors and 
outdoors, is a key way in which young 
children learn - children will be 
motivated and will learn with enjoyment.

Children are more willing to take 
risks and show us what they CAN 
do when they are playing.



Messy Play



The importance of talking –

The ability to develop 
language depends on 
being immersed in a 
rich environment of 
words, sounds, 
rhythm, verbal and 
non-verbal expression 
from birth.

“Reading and 
writing float on a 

sea of talk” 

James Britton



How many words would a 6 year old need to know to 
be able to access the curriculum?



14,000



Recommendation…

Children should learn 8 
new words per day!



Reading

Aiming for your child to be a confident and competent reader who reads for enjoyment. 

Reading should be: 

• Enjoyable 

• Positive 

• Successful 

This means reading all sorts of materials 

i.e. comics, magazines, maps, recipes etc and NOT just the school reading scheme!



What makes a reader?

School:
• Talking
• Sharing all types of text
• Singing
• Phonics lessons
• Listening
• Reading labels
• Computers/iPads

Home:
• Nursery rhymes
• Listening
• Talking
• Singing
• Practising phonics
• Comics
• Sharing all types of text
• Reading in the environment
• Computers/tablets/

phones



Reading at Petersgate

The children will learn Phonics and Early Reading through the Little Wandle Letters 
and Sounds scheme.

This includes daily phonics lessons, as well as group reading three times a week. As 
well as this, reading at home is vital to children making good progress in their 
reading. Therefore, at the beginning of the year we will be sending you an e-library 
login, where your child’s ebook will be uploaded each week. 



Seesaw 

At Petersgate, we strongly believe that the school and parents working together gives 
our children the best start. 
Children’s learning journeys and ‘WOW’ moments are shared to you via the online 
learning platform, Seesaw. 
This is used throughout the school, and is also used for communication during the 
year. At the beginning of the year, we will send out Seesaw set up codes which will 
allow you to view your child’s snapshots as well as post your own reading at home 
and other moments you would like to share. 



You’ll be amazed!
From this… To this…



From this… To this…



From this… To this…



Workshops – will be held in the Autumn term, dates to follow

• Phonics – How we learn to read                       

• Writing – Importance of physical development 
before putting pencil to paper

• Maths – Come and find out how your child will 
be learning maths



In the meantime…

• Encourage children to ask lots of questions!

• Give your child time to run, jump, climb and play outdoors

• Encourage your child to use the toilet, wash their hands and put on 
and fasten their clothes independently

• Play games which encourage sharing and turn taking to help your 
child to build their social skills – and don’t always let them win!

• Read lots of stories!

• Sing songs and nursery rhymes

• Look out in the environment for familiar letters or words



In the meantime…

• Point out shapes in the environment – circle, square, oblong, triangle

• Point out numbers in the environment and at home

• Count anything and everything!

• Sing counting songs and rhymes

• Practise recognising their own name



www.foundationyears.org.uk




